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ANNOTATION

This article examines the relationship between poetic realism and dystopian vision in George
Orwell's works. It explores how Orwell combines simple yet powerful language with realistic
and symbolic elements to portray totalitarianism. The study applies qualitative textual
analysis to highlight stylistic features and their role in conveying political and social critique.
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INTRODUCTION

George Orwell is widely regarded as one of the most influential writers of the
twentieth century, particularly for his contributions to political literature and
dystopian fiction.
His works, most notably 1984 and Animal Farm, present powerful critiques of
totalitarian regimes, manipulation of truth, and the erosion of individual freedom.
While much scholarly attention has been given to Orwell's political ideology and
thematic concerns, his stylistic approach especially his use of poetic realism remains
equally significant yet comparatively underexplored.
Poetic realism, in literary terms, refers to the blending of realistic representation with
expressive, symbolic, and often emotionally resonant language. Orwell's writing
demonstrates this fusion through his ability to depict harsh social realities while
maintaining a lyrical simplicity that intensifies the emotional and intellectual impact
of his narratives. His prose is not ornate; rather, it is clear, precise, and accessible.
However, beneath this apparent simplicity lies a deeper poetic quality that enhances
the dystopian atmosphere of his works. Dystopian literature, as a genre, aims to
portray imagined societies characterized by oppression, control, and the loss of
individual autonomy. Orwell's dystopian vision is unique because it is grounded in
realism. Unlike purely speculative or fantastical dystopias, Orwell's narratives are
deeply rooted in historical and political contexts, reflecting real-world events such as
the rise of totalitarian regimes in the twentieth century. This realistic foundation
allows his dystopian worlds to appear plausible and, therefore, more unsettling to
readers (Booker, 1994).

One of the defining features of Orwell's poetic realism is his use of language as
a tool of both expression and control. In 1984, for instance, the concept of “Newspeak”
illustrates how language can be manipulated to limit thought and enforce
ideological conformity (Orwell, 1949). At the same time, Orwell's descriptive passages
often carry a poetic quality that evokes vivid imagery and emotional depth. This dual
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function of language both oppressive and expressive forms a central aspect of his
stylistic technique. Furthermore, Orwell employs symbolism to reinforce his
dystopian themes. In Animal Farm, animals represent different social classes and
political figures, transforming a seemingly simple narrative into a complex allegory
of the Russian Revolution (Orwell, 1945). This symbolic dimension contributes to the
poetic nature of his realism, as it allows readers to interpret the text on multiple levels.
The combination of straightforward narrative and layered meaning is a hallmark of
Orwell's style.
The relevance of studying Orwell's poetic realism lies in its ability to illuminate how
literary techniques can enhance political critique.! By analyzing his stylistic choices,
scholars can gain a deeper understanding of how language and narrative structure
influence the reader’s perception of dystopian realities. This approach also highlights
the enduring significance of Orwell's works in contemporary discussions about
power, truth, and freedom.

The aim of this study is to examine the interplay between poetic realism and
dystopian vision in Orwell's works. Specifically, it seeks to identify key stylistic features
that contribute to this interplay and to analyze how these features support Orwell's
broader thematic concerns. The study focuses primarily on 1984 and Animal Farm, as
they represent the most prominent examples of his dystopian writing.

In order to achieve this aim, the research adopts a qualitative textual analysis
methodology, drawing on stylistic and thematic frameworks. By closely examining
selected passages, the study explores how Orwell's use of language, imagery, and
symbolism creates a distinctive narrative voice that is both realistic and poetic.
Additionally, the study considers existing scholarly interpretations to contextualize its
findings within the broader field of literary studies.
Ultimately, this article argues that Orwell's poetic realism is not merely a stylistic
choice but a fundamental aspect of his dystopian vision. It enables him to present
complex political ideas in an accessible yet impactful manner, ensuring that his
works remain relevant and compelling to readers across different historical and
cultural contexts.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a qualitative research design based on textual and stylistic
analysis.
The primary objective is to examine how poetic realism functions within the
dystopian framework of George Orwell's works. Qualitative analysis is particularly
suitable for this research because it allows for an in-depth exploration of literary
elements such as language, imagery, symbolism, and narrative techniques (Creswell,
2014). The corpus of the study consists of two major works: 1984 (1949) and Animal
Farm (1945). These texts were selected due to their prominence in Orwell's oceuvre
and their clear representation of dystopian themes. Additionally, both works
demonstrate distinctive stylistic features that make them ideal for analyzing the
concept of poetic realism.
The research process involves several stages. First, a close reading of the selected
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texts is conducted to identify passages that exemplify poetic realism. Close reading
is a fundamental method in literary analysis, enabling the researcher to focus on
specific linguistic and stylistic details (Barry, 2009). During this stage, attention is
given to descriptive language, figurative expressions, and symbolic elements.
Second, the identified passages are categorized according to key stylistic features.
These categories include:

- simplicity and clarity of language

- use of imagery and symbolism

- emotional resonance

- representation of reality within a dystopian context

This categorization allows for a systematic analysis of how poetic realism
operates within Orwell's writing. Third, the study applies a stylistic analysis framework
to examine the selected passages. Stylistics, as an interdisciplinary field, combines
linguistic and literary approaches to analyze textual features (Simpson, 2004). In this
study, stylistic analysis focuses on lexical choices, sentence structure, and rhetorical
devices. For example, Orwell's preference for simple vocabulary and short sentences
is analyzed in relation to its impact on readability and emotional effect.
In addition to stylistic analysis, thematic analysis is employed to explore the
relationship between poetic realism and dystopian themes. This involves identifying
recurring motifs such as power, control, truth, and resistance. By linking stylistic
features to thematic elements, the study aims to demonstrate how Orwell's poetic
realism enhances his portrayal of dystopian societies.
To ensure the validity of the analysis, the study incorporates secondary sources,
including scholarly articles and critical studies on Orwell's works. These sources
provide theoretical support and help contextualize the findings within existing
literary scholarship. For instance, previous studies have highlighted Orwell's use of
language as a political tool (Fowler, 1995), which aligns with the focus of this research.

Furthermore, the study adopts an interpretive approach, recognizing that
literary analysis is inherently subjective. However, efforts are made to support
interpretations with textual evidence and references to established critical
perspectives. This approach enhances the reliability of the findings while
acknowledging the complexity of literary texts. The limitations of the study should
also be noted. First, the analysis is limited to two works, which may not fully represent
the entirety of Orwell's writing. Second, the focus on poetic realism may overlook
other important aspects of his style. Nevertheless, the selected texts provide
sufficient material to explore the research objectives in depth. In summary, the
methodology combines close reading, stylistic analysis, and thematic interpretation
to examine the role of poetic realism in Orwells dystopian works.
This multi-layered approach allows for a comprehensive understanding of how
literary techniques contribute to the effectiveness of Orwell’s political critique.

RESULTS

The analysis reveals that poetic realism plays a crucial role in shaping the
dystopian vision of George Orwell's works. Several key findings emerge from the
examination of 1984 and Animal Farm. First, Orwell's use of simple and direct
language enhances the realism of his narratives.
His writing avoids complex vocabulary and elaborate sentence structures, making it
accessible to a wide audience. However, this simplicity does not diminish the depth
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of his ideas. On the contrary, it allows the underlying themes to emerge more clearly
(Orwell, 1946). For example, in 1984,
the description of Winston's environment is straightforward yet evocative, creating a
vivid image of a bleak and oppressive society. Second, the study finds that Orwell's
use of imagery contributes significantly to the poetic quality of his realism.
Descriptions of settings, such as the decaying buildings and constant surveillance in
1984, evoke a strong emotional response.
These images are not merely decorative; they reinforce the themes of control and
decay. Similarly, in Animal Farm, the transformation of the farm reflects the gradual
corruption of the revolution, illustrating the shift from hope to oppression.

Third, symbolism emerges as a central feature of Orwell's poetic realism.
In Animal Farm, characters such as Napoleon and Snowball represent real historical
figures, while the farm itself symbolizes the state. This allegorical structure allows
Orwell to convey complex political ideas in a simplified and engaging manner
(Rodden, 2007). The use of animals adds a poetic dimension to the narrative, making
it both accessible and thought-provoking.
Fourth, the analysis highlights the dual role of language in Orwell's works.
On one hand, language is used as a tool of control, as seen in the concept of
Newspeak.

On the other hand, Orwell's own use of language demonstrates its potential for
expression and resistance. This contrast underscores the importance of language in
shaping both individual thought and social reality.

Fifth, emotional resonance is identified as a key component of Orwell’'s poetic
realism. Despite the political nature of his works, Orwell's writing often evokes
empathy and emotional engagement. For instance, Winston's personal struggles in
1984 humanize the broader themes of oppression and resistance. This emotional
dimension enhances the impact of the narrative, making it more compelling for
readers. Finally, the study finds that Orwell's dystopian vision is deeply rooted in
realism. ? His portrayal of totalitarianism is not purely fictional but reflects historical
and political realities. This realistic foundation makes his dystopian worlds more
believable and, therefore, more disturbing. The combination of realism and poetic
expression creates a powerful narrative that resonates with readers on both
intellectual and emotional levels. Overall, the results demonstrate that poetic realism
is an integral aspect of Orwell's stylistic approach. It enables him to convey complex
ideas in a clear and engaging manner, enhancing the effectiveness of his dystopian
critique.

DISCUSSION

defining feature of George Orwell's dystopian literature. By combining
simplicity of language with symbolic and emotional depth, Orwell creates narratives
that are both accessible and intellectually stimulating. This section discusses the
implications of these findings in relation to existing literary scholarship. One of the
key contributions of this study is its emphasis on the role of language in Orwell's
works. Previous scholars have noted Orwell's commitment to clarity and precision in
writing (Orwell, 1946). The present analysis extends this perspective by
demonstrating how such clarity contributes to the poetic quality of his realism.

2 Rodden, J. (2007). The Cambridge Companion to George Orwell. Fowler, R. (1995). Language in the News.
Orwell, G. (1946). Politics and the English Language.
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Rather than relying on elaborate stylistic devices, Orwell achieves a form of poetic
expression through carefully chosen words and vivid imagery. The dual function of
language as both a tool of control and a means of expression also warrants further
discussion. In 1984, the manipulation of language through Newspeak illustrates the
dangers of linguistic control. This aligns with theories of linguistic determinism,
which suggest that language influences thought (Fowler, 1995). At the same time,
Orwell's own use of language serves as a form of resistance, highlighting the power
of literature to challenge oppressive systems.

Another important aspect of Orwell's poetic realism is its use of symbolism.
The allegorical nature of Animal Farm allows for multiple interpretations, making the
text relevant across different contexts. This flexibility is a hallmark of poetic realism,
as it enables readers to engage with the text on both literal and symbolic levels. The
findings support the view that symbolism enhances the depth and complexity of
Orwell's narratives (Rodden, 2007).
The emotional dimension of Orwell's writing also deserves attention. While dystopian
literature is often associated with bleak and pessimistic themes, Orwell's works evoke
arange of emotions, including empathy, fear, and hope. This emotional engagement
is crucial for the effectiveness of his political critique, as it encourages readers to
reflect on their own social and political realities.

Furthermore, the study underscores the importance of realism in Orwell's
dystopian vision. Unlike purely speculative dystopias, Orwell's works are grounded in
historical and political contexts. This realism makes his narratives more credible and
impactful. It also highlights the relevance of hisworks in contemyporary society, where
issues of surveillance, propaganda, and political control remain significant. However,
it is important to acknowledge the limitations of this study. The focus on poetic
realism may overlook other important aspects of Orwell's style, such as his use of
satire and irony. Future research could explore these elements in greater detall,
providing a more comprehensive understanding of his literary techniques.
In conclusion, the discussion confirms that poetic realism is a central component of
Orwell's dystopian literature. It enhances the clarity, emotional impact, and symbolic
depth of his narratives, making them both accessible and intellectually engaging.

CONCLUSION

This study has examined the interplay between poetic realism and dystopian
vision in George Orwell's works, focusing on 1984 and Animal Farm. Through
qualitative textual analysis, it has demonstrated that Orwell's stylistic approach is
characterized by a unique combination of simplicity, symbolism, and emotional
depth. One of the main conclusions is that Orwell's use of simple and clear language
is not merely stylistic preference but a deliberate strategy.
It allows him to communicate complex political ideas in an accessible manner,
ensuring that his works reach a broad audience. At the same time, this simplicity
contributes to the poetic quality of his writing, as it enhances the clarity and impact
of his imagery. The study also highlights the importance of symbolism in Orwell's
poetic realism. By using allegorical elements, particularly in Animal Farm, Orwell is
able to convey complex historical and political concepts in a simplified form.

This symbolic dimension adds depth to his narratives, allowing readers to
interpret them on multiple levels. Another key finding is the dual role of language in
Orwell's works.
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While language is depicted as a tool of control in dystopian societies, it also serves as
a means of expression and resistance. This duality underscores the power of
language in shaping both individual thought and social reality. Furthermore, the
study emphasizes the emotional resonance of Orwell's writing. By focusing on
individual experiences within dystopian settings, Orwell humanizes broader political
themes. This emotional engagement enhances the effectiveness of his critique,
making it more relatable and impactful for readers. The study also confirms that
Orwell's dystopian vision is deeply rooted in realism. His works reflect historical and
political realities, making them more believable and relevant. This realism, combined
with poetic expression, creates a powerful narrative that continues to resonate with
contemporary audiences. In conclusion, poetic realism is a fundamental aspect of
Orwell's literary style. It enables him to combine clarity with depth, realism with
symbolism, and political critique with emotional engagement. As a result, his works
remain significant not only as examples of dystopian literature but also as powerful
tools for understanding the complexities of language, power, and society.
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